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PRE-COLLEGE STUDY CENTER

AT OAKLAND JULY 20-AUGUST '(

Incoming freshmen interes­

ted in improving their study
skills--reading speed and

comprehension, writing, note

taking, and test preparation

techniques--before enrolling
as undergraduates may come
on campus for a three week

Pre-College Study Center

July 20-August 7.
The Pre-College Study Cen­

ter is an expansion of the

highly successful Study
Skills Workshop the Division

of Continuing Education has

offered college-bound stu­
dents since 1961. This will

be the first time study
skills have been offered in

a summer resident program
combined with enrichment

courses and cultural and re­

creational programs. Non­

resident students may also
enroll in the Center or in

any of its courses.

Course offerings in the
three week program are de­

signed to bridge the gap
between high school and
college.

The Study Center will

provide exceptional pre­
college preparation at
moderate cost to the stu­

dents. Registration should
be addressed to:

Associate Dean of Continu­

ing Education, Oakland Uni­
versity, Rochester, Mich.

FR08H INSTRUCTION CHANGED
IN NEW COMMITTEE PROPOSAL

A proposal to alter Oak­
land's freshman instruction

method is expected to be

passed by the Academic Sen­
ate before the end of the
semester.

According to Associate

Dean George Matthews, chair­
man of the Academic Affairs

Conunittee, a plan designat­

ing University Course sec­

tions as seminars, discuss­
ion sections and lectures

will be presented to the Sen­

ate at its April meeting.
After a favorable reaction

of outs department chairmen

to the plan last week, Matt­
hews this week seemed confi­
dent that the Senate would

vote for adoption.
S-D-L Plan

Based on Professor of Tea­

cher Education, Laszlo Het­

enyi's idea of last fall, the
scheme-known as the S-D-L

plan-is designed to have stu­

dents, primarily freshmen,

experience various types of
education.

According to Matthews,next
fall's freshmen will be re­

quired to balance their UC
schedule in 18-meniliersemin­

ars, 32-member discussion
groups and lecture classes

with no membership limit.

Apart from area studies,

the math, science and

language requirements, all
UC courses will be offered in

these three formats, Matthews
explained.

The dean said he felt all fresh­

men should experience at least one

small, seminar-like class in their
education. Balancing large lect­
ure classes with small discussion

groups, the S-D-L plan would fac­
ilitate this, he felt.

The scheme left the Academic

Affairs Committee last week after

faculty opposition had caused a
little college proposal to be

dropped temporarily. Matthews
said this week that the little

college plan will probably be re­
considered this fall.

Tackles Problem

Though the S-D-L scheme is not
as broad as the little college

plan and does not preserve a bu­

ilt-in advising system, it does

tackle, Matthews pointed out, an­
other problem; many students' in­

ability to express themselves in

writing.
If the S-D-L plan goes into ef­

fect in fall, all faculty members

teaching seminar classes, not

just the English department, will

be responsible for students' wri­

ting ability.



FRESHMAN NEWSLETTER =lie

$2,500,000 APPROVED FOR
NEW CLASSROOM BUILDING

$2,500,000 for a new classroom and
office building at Oakland was appro­

priated by the State Legislature late
last week.

After Governor Romney had dropped

OU's request for the appropriation

from his budget proposal in January,

the House Ways and Means Committee,
spearheaded by Rep. Lloyd Anderson

of Oakland County, reinstated it ear­
lier last week. It was then passed

by the Legislature.

To be located north of North Found­

ation Hall, the building will be ready
for use in the fall of 1965. Constru­

ction is to begin this September.

Chancellor Varner stated that the

building was desperately needed to

adequately serve the growing Oakland
student body.

With an expected freshman class of

900 this fall, enrollment is likely to

jump to 1800 students. Anticipated en­
rollment for the fall of 1965 is 2300
students.

Also approved by the legislature

were appropriations to improve the

water and heating system on campus.

$150,000 was given for the water sys­

tem, and $177,000 for the heating
system.

There is a possibility that the new

building may include administrative

offices, art studios, and a language
lab, as well as the classrooms and

offices, Varner said. Also to be in­
cluded is a lecture hall with a capa­

city of 500.

An encouraging word was given to

all summer students--the building is
going to be air-conditioned.
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SATURDAY REVIEW EDITOR TO

LECTURE HERE

Norman Cousins, editor of the Satur­
day Review, will present a "V/orld Report"

lecture Tuesday, April 21.

Sponsored jointly by the Rochester

area and Oakland County chapters of the
American Association for the United Na­

tions, the address will be open to the

public. A question and answer period
will follow the lecture.

Cousins, an internationally known

lecturer and political analyst, has
just returned from an extensive tour
of the Far East.

A renowned author and recipient of

many'honors, Cousins has visited the
Soviet Union under the auspices of the

Soviet Cultural Exchange program.

DiCHIERA CONTATA "SPECIAL"

David DiChiera, assistant professor

of music, has written the "Sacred Can­

tata" specifically for the Fine Arts
Festival. His original composition

will be presented by the Concert Choir

of the University Chorus.

ATHLETICS POLICY TO BE REVIEWED

Chancellor Varner said that the Uni­

versity policy on intercollegiate athle­
tics would be reviewed. The Chancellor's

statement came in light of the results of

a recent poll taken by a group of students
on the issue.

EXCHANGE PLANS WITH U OF VALLE

Oakland's exchange program with the

University of Valle will be initiated

this fall, Chancellor Varner says.

Under the program, two OU students will

receive tuition scholarships for the U of
Valle and two Columbian students will at­

tend OU on tuition scholarships.



[A word from a faculty member to next fall's entering freshmenl

In the last issue of this Newsletter Professor Hoopes recommended an attitude
toward learning which would serve you well. I would like to discuss some of the

conditions of learning at Oakland. I shall do this under three headings--social,

academic, and intellectual--recognizing that in reality the three are (or ought to
be) so meshed as to form one single pattern.

The social world of the college campus is quite different from that of high

school. For many freshmen the initial experience of college may come as a surprise.
How you respond to this new social situation can have a strong bearing on how well

you function in the classroom, library, and laboratory. In high school you are
still in a familiar and perhaps secure community. At college you will be in a
community drawing its residents from the entire state and beyond; it is not home.

In high school you are a senior, one of the oldest and most experienced of students.
You are deferred to by your more junior fellow students; you are prized by your

teachers. You have proven yourself; you have the aura of success about you. Also,

the chances are good that you have had an enjoyable, perhaps even easy, senior year
in terms of grades--Iargely because you are running the final lap of a course long .
familiar to you.

Now, at cOllege, all this changes. You suddenly find yourself the bottom man
on the totem pole. You are a stranger and an unproven beginner, testing, for the

first time in four years, a new social system dominated by students and faculty who
are (or who at least pretend to be) more experienced than you. Recognize it as a

natural passing condition that will soon right itself as you explore, understand,
and become yourself a part of this new social world. If you are a resident student,
you may experience special strains. You should discover how to handle what is for

most of you the new experience of being away from home. You should learn to enjoy

but not to indulge the taste of freedom which that experience implies. Use freedom

to your advantage; do not abuse it to your disadvantage. Observe the seniors, note

that they have learned when to work, when to play, how far to go and how far not to
go in the manipulation of the customs and conventions of dormitory life. If you

are a commuter, your problems are at once the same, yet different. Different,
because while for part of your day you are in the college world, for the rest you

are still subject to the tugs of the home community. If you permit it, you might
end up not quite knowing which world you truly belong to. This could be fatal. As
quickly and with as little pain as possible, you should recognize yourself as a

member of a new communi ty--the college. Try to make Oakland the center of your
social life. as well as the focus of your academic endeavor. For a conflict between

the two may sap the energies needed for the industrious and resolute enjoyment of

learning about which Professor Hoopes wrote. Much the same thing may be said about

holding a job. While it would be foolish of me to say don't work (for I know that

many of you must), let me say work as little as possible and choose jobs as close
to and related to the campus as you can find.

College is also quite different from high school in an academic sense. As high

school seniors. you are known to teachers who have observed your progress over

several years and who know your abilities. Indeed. they may have slipped into the
habit of pampering you for your past record rather than for your current achievement.

In the college classroom. you are a freshman again. You don't know your student

competitors; you don't know your instructor. Moreover he doesn't know you--although
he will make every effort to know you as soon as possible. The teacher tends to

make an assumption (hopefully. a correct one) about you: you are no longer a school
child but a young man or woman. And as such. you are expected to organize your own

life. to accept guidance without continuous supervision. and to act in a predictable

and responsible manner. You will be given greater freedom; you should be prepared

to accept heavier obligations. All of this may be diffi cult at first; success in
overcoming this difficulty will in large part rest with you. You should resolve to
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learn the ways of the system; consult your instructors and advisers, talk to seniors,

and above all seek a positive direction to your life. Within the bounds of good

manners and courtesy, you should be self-assertive--even a bit aggressive--in seeking
aid in finding out how to learn. Never be reticent to ask questions; never be reluc­

tant to insist upon replies.

You will discover that the pace of learning at Oakland is more rapid than it was

in high school, that the load of study is far weightier. To run the race successfully

requires training, or discipline as we call it in academic speech. First develop

the habit of scholarly concentration. Intellectual study demands long hours of

patient application. Like the skillful playing of a game, learning depends upon
discipline of will and mind. If the game itself is full of joyous excitement, practice

and training may often be arduous, tiring, and even dull. Yet you cannot play the
game without them. Thus you should discipline yourself in the habit of scholarly

concentr~~ion. You should plan your days and weeks, setting aside sufficient time on

a regular,basis for each subject. Adopt the habit of working on each subject at a
specific time. Lbok ahead in your courses to see when heavy reading, examinations,

laboratory projects fall due; then organize your activities to meet future require­

ments. Going to college is an eight-to-five, seven-to-ten, five-days-a-week job
(with many weekends thrown in). The forty-hour week does not exist in the academic

world; it does not exist in the kinds of professions for which you are preparing

yourself. Above all, realize that order and regularity are prerequisites to learning,
just as knowledge is itself a prerequisite to freedom and independence. A routine of

discipline may strike you as the opposite of freedom. On the contrary, discipline

reduces distractions, and therefore frees you to concentrate upon the truly signifi­

cant. Scientists, scholars, teachers, professionals function best in a context of
self-imposed, self-accepted discipline; students no less so.

There remains a brief discussion of the intellectual condition of learning. At

Oakland, as at any fine college, all things focus upon a single objective; to sharpen
the tools of critical inquiry. Education proceeds on the basis of continual question­

ing. You will learn that there are but few final answers, that knowledge is measured
by the degree of awareness one has of the questions yet to be examined. At Oakland

we seek--in all fields--to cultivate a sense of the problematical nature of learning.

We seek more to show you how to frame proper questions rather than to give you
answers. Above all, we seek to show you that learning is not passive but active. We
cannot unscrew the cap of your heads to pour in a measured quantity of certified

information. Your mind must reach out to meet that of your instructor; together you

must grapple with difficult problems. Learning may be affected by conditions, as I

have suggested, but essentially it is not itself so much a condition as a process,

an adventure, as one great modern writer called it. I know of no adventure that does

not carry risk. You must be prepared to risk your intellectual values, your most
cherished beliefs, yourself; in order that in the end your values may rest upon reason,

not prejudice, so that in the end your life may stand a chance of being lived humanely.

George T. Matthews

Professor of History and
Associate Dean for Humanities

Editor's Note: This letter by Professor George Matthews, is the second in a

series of personal notes to entering freshmen from members of

the faculty. Feel free to share your reactions to the Newsletter
with the Admissions Office. Write: Editor

Oakland University Newsletter
Admissions Office

Rochester, Michigan




